Meeting of Renfrew Presbytery 

April 21 2009
Trinity United Church, Smiths Falls

Following meetings of divisions, Rev. Peter Woods led the worship.  Rev. Eric Barr also took part in the worship service and offered prayers after a time of caring and sharing. 
Christine Kempster asks that the questionnaire distributed by the Structures and Boundaries Committee be sent to her as soon as possible.  Also the Extra Measures Evaluation Questionnaire is to be returned to the Conference Office by May 8 2009.

Rev. Jackie Harper, Conference Staff Minister, made a presentation on behalf of the Alternate Dispute Resolution Committee.  A “Conflict Kit”, containing resources was distributed.  
Rev. Richard Hollingsworth and Rev. Stéphane Vermette led a group discussion around four questions from the document “Called to be Church’ which will discussed at General Council in August.  To read the document, go to the UCC site at www.united-church.ca and search for “Called to be Church”.  The document is 9 pages and can be opened as a pdf file. The questions are   
How do we name our vision of living God’s mission as The United Church of Canada steps into the future? What is core and essential, what touches the “heart” of the United Church?
What kind of leadership do we need in The United Church of Canada? How do we find and support the leaders we need? 
What opportunities and challenges face The United Church of Canada with a smaller membership and living in a changed and changing Canada? 

 How do we keep opportunities for rebirth and new growth in a climate of reduced resources, and what responses emerge for you when you consider the impact of Mission and Service Fund givings over the past 30 years?
I 

Division of Stewardship and Mission in Canada: Mary Smiley asked for approval of the application from Golden Lake Camp for a Capital Assistance Grant. 
On Thursday, May 14th a spaghetti supper will be held at Trinity St. Andrew’s United Church in Renfrew.  The proceeds from the free will offering will go to Camp LauRen.  

Mary suggested that our churches consider holding a “100 Mile Dinner” in the fall to support local producers.  

Division of World Outreach: At the next Presbytery meeting, bring a list of activities of an outreach nature that are not necessarily connected to the M&S Fund.  At the June meeting of Presbytery, a special collection will be taken for the M&S Fund at the service of installation of the 2009-2010 Executive.  

Conference Youth Committee:Miriam Illman-White reported on her experience attending Youth Forum at Queens University.  Rev. Meg Illman-White shared her delight in the outcomes of the program for the youth she knows who have taken part. 

At the 2007 Annual Meeting of Bay of Quinte Conference, the youth of our Conference committed themselves to raising $60,000 to support youth in another part of the world. This is an Extra Measures Initiative. This initiative supports The Positive Youth Alliance, a ministry of the Christian Council of Tanzania . The Positive Youth Alliance supports HIV positive youth, assisting them with training and income-generating activities. These youth, in turn, do education in schools, churches, and the wider community, speaking against the discrimination experienced by HIV-positive people, and encouraging youth to be tested and receive necessary treatment. For more information go to  www.bayofquinteconference.ca/youth.htm

Next Meeting: June 16 2009, Balderson United Church  


4:30 DWO Presentation


5:30 Dinner followed by meeting and worship 

