Meeting of Renfrew Presbytery at St. Andrew*s United Church, Lanark

April 17 2007

Following division meetings, Rev. Don Willmer and Rev. Dan Hansen led us in worship, encouraging Presbyters to learn and sing Taize chants from Voices United, including  #208, #950, and  #148. 

Stephanie Coward-Yaskiw, from the Alternate Dispute Resolution Committee, presented a proposal for a new team model for responding to conflict which will be taken to Conference Annual General Meeting for consideration.  A copy of the model is in the hands of the Presbytery representative.  The committee welcomes comments and suggestions.  These may be sent to Rev. Wendy Bulloch at the Bay of Quinte Conference Office or by e-mail to execsec@bayofquinteconference.ca

The Administration Division: A motion was passed to approve offering for sale the Bolingbroke United Church building. The renovations at St. Andrew's United Church, Lanark were approved. St. Andrew's United Church in Pakenham was given the go ahead to proceed with renovations to the church kitchen, basement and manse. The webmaster Bill Johnston reported that he has received information sheets from many pastoral charges and the web site has been updated.  However, the home page for some pastoral charges is still blank.  Information can be sent to Bill via the website. Also make suggestions about other links that can be put on the web site and what else we may want to use it for, such as a "Coming Events" section.  Please advertise the web site to members of your congregations for feed back  -  www.renfrewpresbytery.org.  

Nominations Committee:  A proposal to create a standing committee, made up of the Chair, Past Chair, and Secretary of Presbytery plus two members from the north and two members from the south, was approved.  

Division of World Outreach:  The LAMP project has exceeded its goal of $15 000.  A guest from the Philippines will be here in the fall of 2007. 

Stewardship:  Rev. Don Willmer reported that the workshop given by Ben Harder author of  "7 Myths of Church Financing" was worthwhile. The committee shared other fundraising ideas including making better use of the resources in Infopack, welcome back lunch in September (or in July if you have a cottage population) and forming a pastoral charge stewardship committee in multi-point charges.

Ministry, Personnel and Education:  Nancy Knox will be leading an M&P workshop on May 23 from 7 - 9:30 p.m. at Haley's Station.  

Division of Mission in Canada:  Camp Lau-Ren reported that the goal for the Generator Fund has almost been reached.  Both Camp Lau-Ren posters and Golden Lake posters have been sent out.  Please post them in you churches.  Camp Lau-Ren has cookbooks for sale at a cost of $10.

United Church Women:  Norma Wrightly is available to give a talk about her trip to Nicaraugua. 

Richard Hollingsworth, Chair of Bay of Quinte Conference, reminded Presbyters that the Rural Life Committee is hosting a barbecue on Thursday evening before Conference AGM.  Cost is $10 and there will be muscial entertainment as well as good food.  Call the Bay of Quinte Conference Office - 1-888-759-2444 - to purchase a ticket.  

Other Announcements:

Ruth Anne Johnson, Elmsley Lombardy Pastoral Charge, asked for donations of Songs For Gospel People hymn books to be used at a camp ground in Florida where she is part of the worship team.  If you have unused copies call 613-283-7241 or email ruthannejohnson@cogeco.ca. 

St. Andrew's United Church, Pakenham, is hosting a Vintage Fashion Show and Dessert Tea on| Saturday, May 5.  Choice of tea times is 1:30 or 3:30 with the Fashion Show taking place at 2:30 p.m.| Please call 613-624-5593 for further information about the $12.00 tickets.

Next meeting:  June 19 2007 at Cobden United Church.  There will be a presentation by Division of World Outreach at 4:30 and dinner at 5:30.  

